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A sudy of arrent literatureand dda on gbbd demographic trendsreveals two
distinct patterns In sub-Saharan Africa and much of the developing world, popuétion
continues to rise, while popuation ha stabilized, is decliningand ageing in much of the
developed world. These demogragphic trends left undhecked, hold seriousimplications for
the stability and survival of the state in sub-Saharan Africa. This paper explores those
implicationsand proposs recommendationsto managetherising prothem.

In many ways thisis a very diffi cult pgper to write. There are no hstorical precedents for
state failure due to its risng popudtion and inadequéae resources. As if that were nota
diffi culty enough, nany beore me have made predictionsabout popuktion growth,
modly dire, which did notmaterialize. The popubtion question hes thusbecome like
Qrying wolf.O But this is a paper that deserves to bewritten and this topic needsto be
kept in the public debate. Orhere are roughly as many hunans aive now as existed
cumulatively throughoutll of the millennia prior to the Indugrial RevolutionO(Heinberg
2). Never beforein human history has such aphenomenon cevelopead: high popuétion
growth anong hose with dangaoudy low and further decreasing resources with which
to accommodae the rising popuiation. Thisis the trend we see in Africa.

The second @mponeant of my paper deals with date failure: On September 11,
2001, errorists hi-jacked commercial aircraft and usd them as projectiles, flying them
into buidingsthat represented American econonic and military power. They had been

trained in Afghanistan and hal received orders from a command center located in
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Afghanistan Bafailed date. Clearly, Afghanistan did na fail because of popubtion
trends However, popukbtion rendscould contribute to gate failure and that is where this
paper connects the two.

This pgoer raises questionsabou theimplicationsof contemporay demogrgohic trends
for the gability of the sate in sub-Saharan Africa? Sheer nunbers, asin popuation sze,
does notusudly cause disruptionsin the developing world. It is rather the Gkewing of
the naiond age distributionE tha often puts extreme pressure on the educational, health,
sanitation and econonic infrastructure. O(Nichiporuk 39)

Robet I. Roterg, in aCIA discussion pger noted, (The decade since the end of
the Cold War has witnessed a cascading dethoraof date failure mogly in Africa, (italics
mine) butalso in AsiaE [M Jore and nore Sates are at risk and exhibiting acute sgns of
wesakness and/or thelikelihood of otright failure (1) OSixteen of the twenty nationswith

the highest fertility rates in theworld are located in aub-Saharan Africa (Nichiporuk).

THE SOURCES OF STATE FAILURE

Nation gates usudly fail when they are overwhdmed byinternd violence and can no
longe ddiver postive politica goodsto ther citizens The government loses its
credibility and legitimacy with its citizens(Rotberg 1). Variousfactorsinteract and cause
states to fail. Some are historical while others dynamic and ae occurring presently.
Inherent geographical, physcal and econamic congraints leave some states weaker than
others and thusmore susceptible to failure. A stateOsbility to penetrate sodiety, obgin

and maintain theloyalty of its citizensis crudal to its survival.
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The Foreign Policy Assodationand the Fund for Reace have created afailed
states index with 12 ndicatorsthat point towards state failure. These indicatorsinteract
within the framework areated by the three factorslisted earlier: acolonial legacy, the
Cold War and Gobalization. The twelve indicators are:

a) Mouning Demogragphic Pressures, b) Massive Movement of Rdugees or

Interndly Displaced RersonsCreating Camplex Humanitarian Emergencies
c) Legacy of Vengeance-seeking group or gsup paanoia, d) Chronc and
Sugained Human Hight d) Uneven Econamic Development Along Goup
Lines e) Shap and or Svere Economic Declinef) Criminalization or
Delegitimization of he State g) Progressive Decline of Public Services

h) Suspenson or Arbitrary Application of the Rule of Law and Widespread
Violation of HUman Rights, i) Security Appaatus Operates as a State Within
a Sate, j) Rise of Factiondized Hites, k) Intervention of Gher States or
Externd Political Actors

A gate, however, needsnot possess dl twelve indcatorsto fal. Some gates, like
India, have a colonia legacy, existed through he Cold War have embraced gobdization
withoutfailing. Boswana, Mauritius Mali and Malawi continue to face many of the
problems associated with gate failure, buthave notfailed (Raberg, 20).

This pgoer will focusmainly on oneof thase indicatorsP popuktion trends Many

of the other indicatorswill be discussed, kut notin degpth as will popuation.

POPULATION TRENDS
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They will feature promnently where their interaction with each other or
specifically with popuktion warrants attention. Resently, the popubtion oftheworld is
growing & arate of 1.2 percent pe year. Around 74 ¢ 76 mllion peple are added each
year. Population is projected to triple between this year and 2050in the following
counties. BurkinaFaso, Burundj Chal, Congo, E2mocratic Repullic of Congo, st
Timor, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Niger and Uganda These counties are now among
the worldOpoorest counties. Nine nations will accourt for hdf of the global increase in
popuktionin the next 45 yers. In orde of projected contribution, these counties are:
India, Pakistan, Nigeria, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Bagladesh, Uganda the
U.S., Ethiopia and Chna(Cohen).

Four of these countries are foundin Sub-Saharan Africa. Africa, which is the
poorest and fastest growing continent, contains morethan 650 nillion and that nunber is
expected to triple by 2025. Kenyacould expand from 25 b 77 mllion peple, Tanzania
from 27 © 84 nillion,the DRC from36 b 99 nillion...O(Kennedy 25)

The popuktion of he developad parts of theworld isrising & a rate of 0.25 %
annudly while inthedeveloping countiesisrising & arate of 1.46%, $x times faster.
The United Nationsprojects that there will be no sgnificant change to this trend untl
2050. By 2050,he popuktion of the Global North would have been declining for 20
years while that of the Globd South would ill berising & a rate of 0.4%. Butwhat is
note-worthy is tha theleast developad countries will fill have an annud popuktion
growth rate of 1.2% World Population Rogects: The 2002 Rvision DHighlights).

The projected numbers point towardsthelikelihoodof such prodems in the next

forty-five years. The Population Reference Bureau pradicts tha AfricaDgpopuktion could
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reach 1 bilion by 2050. 8ch an increase will be hard oncounties tha already baely
provide basic necessities for their citizens

NigeiaOsidghbor Nger is aclear example of howafailing gate can cause mass
movement of people and thereby destabilize its naghbors Niger continues to auffer from
acute econamic crisis and ranks 172 outof 173 cunties on the United NationsHuman
Development index. NigerOdertility rate, however, is among e highest in world and
accordingto the United NationsPopulation Fund, @opubtion grovih [in Niger] has
overwhdmed the countryOsilready poor luman and ndura resource base, resultingin an
increase in the number of houghadslacking food gcurity (UNFPA: Niger).O
Morethan athird of the girlsin Niger have a child bdore age 17. In lily 2005images of
starving children in Niger shodked theworld. A quater of its 12 million inhabitants
needed food and children darted dying.

The popuktion growth rae of the entire sub-Saharan Africa will continue to rise
until 2050. Béween 1995 ad 2000, 5%ountries or aeas (44 located in the Globel
North) were experienang featility levels below 2.1 children pe woman.

At the same time 133 ounties or aeas (132 in the Globd South) experienced total
fertility levels a or ebowve 2.1. Among hese counties 47 eperienced total fertility levels
at or ebove>5 children pe woman, and ngjority of these counties are consdered

least developead counties (World Population Rospects: The 2002 Reision, 8). The
report addsfurther details: There are 24 munties with total fertility levels of 6 dhildren
or highe’E a nd the continued rapid growth of their population po®s seriouschallenges
to ther future development. Not surprisingly, these names of these 24 counties read like

awhoOsvho anong heworldOsroubled spots. They are: Afghanistan, Benin, Burkna
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Faso, Burundj Chal, Congo, [@mocratic Republic of Congo, Dibout, Ethiopia, Guines,
Guinea-Bissau, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Rwanda, Serra
Leone Somaia, Uganda, Yemen and Zambia (8). Mali and Malawi remain weak and
very poor. They courtries lack easily exploitable resources, geogrgphical hindrances and
decades of despotism. Changes in theclimate coud hit bath Malawi and Mali paticularly
hard, dso (Roberg, 20). Bu why does popuktion continue to risein this pat of the

world?

WHY POPULATION GROWS

Thereisadirect rdationship baween powerty and fatility rates. Driven byan
inginct to aurvive, poor families have more children for practical reasons The children
would hdp with farm work or earn extra cash working dsewhere. These regionsof the
world dso experience high infant and child mortality rates. Having many children
enaures tha those who die young wil be replaced (Weatherby & a 73). Rchard
Benedick writes tha by 2050, he individual popuktionsof Afghanistan, Sudan and
Y emen will exceed that of France. TanzaniaDgopubtion will exceed GermanyOsYet
mog of these courtries are dready face political or ecological problems. For an example
Ethiopia, Sudan and Yemen dready face water shortagesat 72.4 mllion, 40million plus
and 20 nmllion pluspeople respectively. By 2050, her popuktionsare expected to be
169, 59, 59 nilion peple respectively.

Left undhecked, these trendscould result in mass movements of peoplein thar

respective regions Withou any sgnificant armed conflict nation gates may exhibit a
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complete inability to provde basic services to their popukbtion orcollect revenue to run
the govenment. The sate becomes incapable of projecting any sgnificant power within
its territory or embark on any activity to contribute to the welfare of themgjority of its
popuktion. However, gate weakness can itself be the cause of therise of amed militias
or for the official armed forces to break off into smi-autonomousbands As such groups
perceive that the govenment islogngits control, they try to fill the power vacuum The
presence of intergovernmental and norrgovernmental organizationsaugmenting
govenmentsO #ortsin providing \ital services hdp prevent thetotal bresk down of

these amenities.

THE ROLE OF NGOOX: 1IGOOS

In pursiit of co-active peace and humanitarian objectives internationd and non
govenmental organizationsremain activein the least developed regionsof the world
providing vital basic servicesin the areas of food ®curity, health and education. Their
efforts are shored up by foeign ad from developad counties. This combindion is
integrd to the continuing performance of the state among e worldOgoor. Imagining a
world in which quch efortsdid nad exist is a best troubing. A clear example of thiswas
UNICEFOgolio eradication campaign. Snce its inception in 1988, he Globd
Eradication Intiative successfully reduced polio trangmission by nore 99 pecent
(UNICEF). | was in Liberia when the campaign wes relaunched in Liberia. Several NIDOs
(naiona immunization days) were prodaimed and UNICEF workers went from doa to

door mmunizing infants. This campagnwas beyond he resources of the Liberian
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govenment. Recently, uncer protection from a 15,000 srong Uhited Nationspeace
keeping foree, Liberia conduded itsfirst dectionssance its 14 year old civil war ended.
Through ts Special Programme for Food Security (SPFS), the Food and
Agriculturd Organization (FAO) has projectsin ove one hundrel counties
implementing prograns to eliminae hurger, undenourishment and po\erty.
The SPFS assists naiond govenments and regiond organizationsto run dfi cient and
focused food ®curity progiams. It also workswith regiond organizationsto develop
food security capecity in trade policy (FAO - The Specia Programme for Food Scurity)
The United NationsHigh Commissione for R€ugees provides basic food, dothing and
tents for refugees and interndly displaced personsduring naurd and man-induced
disasters. All of these agencies and numerousnongovenmenta organizationscontnue
to upplement the efforts of govenment and in more ways than ore supportthe sate and
brace its fall. Onecan safely conclude tha should these organizationsfail to provide
these services, the regionswhere they are mog needed would be in crisis.
This bringsusto the juncture of the confluence we do notwant to see occur. Internaiond
organizations ecialized agendes of the United Nationsand nonrgovernmenta
organizationsare financed by the worldOsvealthiest naions For these IGOOsnd NGOOs
to exist and furction, the economies of the worldOsvealthiest nationsmust continue to
perform well. Population grovth in much of the developed world, with the United Sates

beng theexception, has either remained constant or in ome cases declined.

DECLINING POPULATION & ITSIMPACTS
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But the popubtionis dso aging. By 2050]arge portionsof the popubtion would
be ddely and no bnger able to contribute to the econony dthough, would bein ned of
sodial security amenities. The worldOs$ndugrialized naionswill face pressures to
increase damestic pending when the work force will be congderably smaller. Unde
pressure from domestic needs ther contributionsto International and norgovernmental
organizationswill decline However, if demogrgohic trendscontinuein theleast
developd parts of theworld, & atime when contributionsare decline, demand forthe
services provided by 1IGOOsnd NGOOwwill beincreasing. Thuswe see two trendswith
seriousimplication of he survival of the gate and the maintenance of orcer in the
internaiond date system.

In recent decades, the fear of risng popuiation ha been reserved for developing
counties while developed counties are now focusng on he so-called Ohith dearthOlIn a
background paer for the United NationsExpert Group Meeting, te experts write, On
respon® to vay low levels of fertility in agrowing nunber of counties, and the sodal
and economnic conequences of resultant population ageng and the paentia for
popuktion cecline, more courtries are expressing concern aboutlow rates of popubtion

growth.@2) Mog of these counties are developed courtries.

In his article, The Globd Baby Bug, which gopeared in May/Jun2004 elition of
Foreign Affairs, Phillip Longman asserts tha no indudrialized gill produ@s enough
children to sugain its popukbtion in the long run or &en to prevent rapid ageing of its
popuktion. Germany is on rack to lose the equivaent of the @urrent popuktion ofwhat
was once East Germany ove the next hdf-century. RusiaOsopuktion is aready

contracting by hree-quarters of amillionGnnudly.O(2)
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As isthe case with rising popuiation trends in places like Africa, Asaand Latin
America, this decline in birth rates and rise in agang popuétion is notlimited to
Germany. Predictionsare for agabilized or shrinking popuétion dl over the world in the
next 50 yars, butwith agreater effect in theindugrialized world. This popubtion will be
much older and at the globd leve, the proportion of hos over 60 will increase from the
current percentage (10)to aound 22 pecent in 2050. Themog extreme levels of ageing
will bereached in the Pacific OECD courtries, mainly Japan (Lutz et all, 543). 51
counties in the more econonically developed regionsof the world are expected to lose
popuktion ketween 2005and 2050. laly is projected to drop from58 nillion o 51
million, &pan from 128million o 112and Germany from 83 million to 79 million
(Cohen, 50).Population declineand agang will pose major poitical, social and
econonic problems.

Population ageing will putadrain on goernment spendng and depress
govenment revenues. Public spending onpensons in Germany for an example, is
expected to swvell from the current 10.3 pecent of GDP to 15.4 pecent by 2040. Tisis
even more gaggeaing when oneconsders tha the nunber of workers available to support
each retiree will shrink from2.6 b 1.4.

Revenuewill decrease naticeably. Econamies grow because people buy
thingsand nore people create more demand for goods The declinein a courtryOs
popuktionis dso adecline in its nunmber of buyes. Also, GDP is the sum of the labor
force multiplied by average output per worker, as workers decline so does the paential
for growth. One could countr this problem by rasing the retirement age, making people

work longe. But hedth habits pos achdlengeto this.
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There is declining fitness among te general popuktion (Longman, 3). Arecent
survey of the Higha Education Research Ingitute reports that Berea College Freshman,
like ther courterparts acoss the county, are less likely to report maintaining ahealthy
diet and exercising. Thisis notan anomaly, accordingto Longman, the same declinesin
popuation fitness can nowbe seen in many other naionsand may overwhdm pubic
health benefits. The Internaiond Assodation for the Study of obeity reports darming
figures for Europe Thirty-five pecent of Italian children are ovaweight. Forty percent of
French men are ovaweight or obese. For Germany, tha nunber is seventy percent.
Government expenditure on halth careis expected to rise, notdecline despite any
technological breakthrough n medicine (4). This may or may notbetrue, what is certain
however, is tha agang and delining poplation meansthere will bemore peope
drawing bendfits than paying into it. More govenment expenditure will go owards
ageng popudtion snce they will, as abloc, heavily influence politics because of their
numbers.

Wha does this have to do with the gability of the state? Global ageing will affect
the globd power bdance. As popuktionsdecline in the indudrialized world, maintaining
a srong mlitary would become aprodem. With mog families having oneor two
children, every soldierOslesth would mean adevastating loss to his/her family. The
ability to progct any sgnificant force ousidethar bordes will be greatly curtailed.
Interventionslike American presence in Somalia, Bosiia, Kosovo or Brtish presencein
Sierra Leone will become rare. Increased spending on oll age or dsability pensonand
health care will greatly reduce these counties ability to maintain current levels of

military spending, ke it to maintain fleets or invest in research. Recruiting pesonné to
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man the borders and maintain law and order within them will beincreasingly had. We
mugt, however, remember that the gate in the developing world will befacingits own
chdlenges from abugeoning popuiation. If these gates fail, terrorist organizationslike a
Qaedacould st up amps Realudionsin the military power of indugrialized ndions
increase thar vulnerability to attacks from such organizations Diverging denographic

trendspos grave concernsfor the gability of the Sate.

RESPONSE TO THE PROBLEM

Thereis no panacean respon to the issue of danogragphic pressures, butbecause
they could lead to date failure, they need to beaddressed. As argued earlier in this pger
tha there isadirect link beween povety and fetility levels. Intentiond investment into
povety redudion will becrudal to dowing popuétion growth. Poverty redudionis at
the core of managing popuétion growth in sub-Saharan Africa. Heavy investment mugt
be madeinto removing the incentives for larger families. Government subsdiesin the
form of seeds €ffi cient farming methods fertilizers andif need beapriceindex for
locally grown commodities will go alongway.

Tradewill becrucdial to powerty reduction, as will foreign drect investment (FDI).
Even dter al of ChinaDseforms, it was as FDI that lifted the economy. Africans must
first invest in creating an environment that is hoitable to trade and investment.
Governments mug first intervenein society in such away tha they gain the respect and
trug of thar citizens This means establishing and meintaining an accountable, regulatory

framework. They mug work to danocratize thar system with snoath trandtionsand



Moore 15

regular dections They will have to decentralize their govenance structure, grengthen
the legidature and establish an independent judiciary.

The eradication or redudion of corrupionin the pubic sector cannotbe
overemphasized. Contnued, prevaent corruption will ony aggravate the prodem.
Corrupton would misallocate resouraes and lower thereturn on ay gains made ontrade
and investment. It also areates important uncertainties that engender distrus and impede
investment Mobotu Sese Seko of the former Zaire, is reported to have pubicly told
public servants to geal, butwith modeation. Such an atitudeis unacceptable and nust
not betolerated (Weder).

The gate is gill the primary actor and nmuch of the recommendaionsplace the
onuson the gate. But intergovenmental organizationsand regiond organizationswill
also play a prominent role. The stateOssffort must be complemented by regiond
programs directed at achieving smilar ends Regiond organizationsand the state mugs
attempt to influence family planning throwgh onventionsand laws protecting womenOs
rights. They mug supporteducationd and informationd progiams abouthbirth control.
Universal reprodictive hedlth care mug be an objective toward which they strive with the
assistance of intergovenmental organizations Addressing the problem of popuktion
growth in aub-Saharan Africa will have to begin with the place of women in odety. By
providing alequate primary and reprodictive health care, women would no bnge have
many children to ensure that some survive. WomenOgducation mugt dso become a
priority. An educated female popuation would try to hold jobs When women have jobs
they would have smaller families. In courtries where on arerage women do nothave

seconday education, theaverage woman has seven children. In courtries where about 40
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per cent of all women have had aseconday education theaverage dropsto three children
(Catledge 3).

But we mug also reconsder the Chinese gpproach and ope the debate on
modifying and applyingit to counties with high grovth raes andlow or declining
resources. The United Nationshas made several declarationssince 1966affi rming the
prindple tha Qieterminaion of the nurmber and acing of children is abasic hurmen
right of paents (Bennet, 337).(0rhese declarationsprevent the state from interfering
with paentsO dsre to have many or few children. Snoe, however, the grester part of the
popuktion grovith will occur in the regions of theworld least able to absorb large
increments of people, the problem will gill have to be addressed. It threatens sugainable
development and may cause further deterioraion in levels of livingand qudity of life
(Population Issues: Advancing Sudainable Development). Theright of thechildto a
Qlecent qudity of lifeQ must beconddered asis the right of parents to determine the
number and Pacing of dhildren. It is notreasonableto défend amotherOsightto have
five children only to watch thefive children darve of live in wretched conditions
Children born adlivingin povety make excellent recruiting targets for rebd groups and
other organizationsintent on destabilizing sodiety.

Tha demograghic trendsis a problem cannot be debaed, it is however our
responsbility to adequately respond b them beore they become dangerous
conflagraion. One of the indicators of sate failure Bthe presence of vengeance seeking
groups or group peanoia isaready beginning o afect Nigeriaand hase negaive impact
on energy price worldwide. While disappantment with the Federa govenment has been

the driving force behind the militantsO #iacks on ol companies, popubtion growth also
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plays arole. As the numbers of NigeriaOsninority tribes living in the Delta increase,
competitorsfor limited resources increase and thar perception ofthe Federal
govenmentOdailureto respond B hdghtened. While we cannot concludetha Nigeria
may fail, Nigeria has many indicators of gate failure. Demogrgohic pressures on thar
own may not cause a date to fail, but it aggravates existing condtionsandlead to falure
A medium power and regional tabilizer like NigeriaOdailure will be crudal nat only to
the West African sub-region butto the globd econany and international system because
of NigeriaOgeroleum exporting roke.

Failed dates pose problems for theinternationd system because they can ark
humanitarian dsasters and pranpt large movements of people within gates and across
nationd bordes. Sate failurealso provides recruiting ground for rhilist organizations
among deenfranchised, uremployed and disenchanted young peple. Failled gates dso
provide such terrorist organizationsthe freedomto plan, train and drect terrorism. This
poses avery grave threat to the internaional system because a very small numboer of
people can besuccessful in causng gret havoc to the internationd econamy. TheWorld
Bank estimates that the atacks on Sptember 11 increased the number of people living in
povety by 10 mllion (14). t becomes clear then that the sources of date failuremust be
addressed. Butdate failureis notthe only reason this problem should beaddressed.
Rising popuétion withoutthe resources to accommodae them could lead to large-scale

death and as human beingswe have a respongbility to each other.
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